VOICE PUBLISHING 


We: have just heated a copy of members or majority fraction, 


the first ‘issue of the "Union Lead- 


er", a mimeographed news sheet put. has been issued a charter to do 
out “by the Sharecroppers Union, boxbusiness the local secretaries make 


322, Montgomery, Ala. Price ig’ per 


~ gCOpy. This well gotten up little pa-and get their supplies from him, He 
- per proclaims itself"A Voice of the 


White and Negro Farm Toilers of the 
South", We fecl that the is 


Strikes against nigh meat prices 
have been taking place in New York, 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and other 
cities, The housewives are demand- 
ing a 10% reduction in the price 
of meat. Some — have been won 
already.-Exchan 


AL 
Paid. 


ORGANIZATION NOTES. 


The of the 
Tenant Farmers' Union provides for 
Community: Councils or locals, for 
County conventions to be made up 
-of delegates elected from the lo- 
cals, for a State convention to be 
made up of delegates from thcCoun- 
ty conventions and for a National 
convention to be made up of dele- 
gates from the state conycntions. 
Bach local and cach convention 


must have a President, a Vice Pres- 


ident and a Secretary Treasurer as 
well as an Executiye Council and 
other committees necessary far the” 
carrying on of the business of the 
SetUp. 

Every. county should make arrang- 
ments for a convention to be held 
just as soon as, there are threo or: 
more locals in the county. The del- 
egates to the County convention are 

elected on a basis of ons for cach 
{Wext Colurm Please) 


would enlerge the present scope by 


erease the influence of both 


: 


local, egardless of size and one 
addi tiona delegate for’every 100 


When a county is organized and h 


their reports to the county secretary 


then mekes a report for the whole 
county, but until the county is oe 
ganized the local secretaries report 
direct to the National office or to 
the State office if the state ane ra 
set-up. 

The counties in Arkansas are for 
ing set-ups as fast es possible now 
and things look favorable for the © 
Calling: of a state convention soon, 


SCU PROPOSES MERGER 


Two representatives of the Share- 
croppers' Union of Alabama came to 
the National office of the STFU the 
first week in August to talk over 
plans for a possible mergef of the 
two orgenizations, They suggested 
effilieting with us under our con- 
stitution and set-up since theirs 
is an underground movement. 

This would increase the aizo of 
the Union by several thousands and 


two or three states, It should in- 


izations. 

A joint committee may be errang-— 
ed goon to formulate plans to pre- 
sent to the membership of both Un~ 
ions for ratification, 


Every organizer should be a sub 
getter for the VOICE and should — 
send them in exch week, When new 
local is organized try to get at Pas : 
least one club of four subscriptions 
at 50 cents each. Boost the VOICE? 
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Page Two 
PEOPLE'S COLUMN | 
ATK, July 27 


Southern Tenant Farmers Union | 
Dear Sirs: | 

I am a widow, also a share-Ccrop- 
per. I have two children with wed 
We have worked half | 


this crop with no The 
house we live in never been fin- 
ished and now/it ifS old. I want to 


join the Union, ase me how 
I can. 

Every time any one.on this plan- 
tation (name withheld) tries to get 
another place. we are made to,move or 

whipped, 
away from them without trouble.” I 
can't get-Mr. (the plmter) to hire 
my oldest boy because he‘has educa» 
tion. He finished Schoor, He (the 
plamter) told me that because the 
boy was tovm raised "he don't know 
how to talk to whitefolws." Now, I 


am un-educated, but I want to put my 


youngest son James in School, Can. 
you please put me in touch with a 


school that vill give him education? 


I have ason in Senatobia, Miss. 
named L.G. He may have been lynched 
on July 15th as he always went to 
Church. I am ina suffering condi- 
tion, no way to get clothes or | 
enovgh to feed myself and 
on, now,as we are about thru laying 
by with’ nothing to go on until cot- 
ton picking starts, ~I am sick, no. 
way to get 2a Doctor, 

I saw the Demands of the Union 
for share-croppers. Honest, when 
can we get it? Iwill be glad to’ 
get giothes,and food for my child- 
ren to eat every day. Every week 
what I get to eat gives out ia 
Wednesday. then if I ask for any- 
thing else I get beat up or cussed 
out andtold that we eat too much, 
end that we have to make out. You 
heve to work your crop every week. 
or you can't get mything to eat. 
If you work by the day (for wages)’ 
you have to take that up or you .. 
can't work for hin. | 

He tells us he don't have to. 
feed us because he hastoo many | 
share-croppers onyvie.y end you can 
move. Mr. planter) gives such 


SHARECROPPERS' VOICR___- J 


“So I don't know how to get 


a little that you to go. 
He gets all of evry thing you 
have. I want to eae the Union. aa 


The above letter from a Negro 
mother trying to make living for 
her children down on a plantatior 
‘near the Mississippi River, is 
typical .of thousands of. cases al: 
over the south, 

We know the Plantation and it: 
ovmers; men whom even the Plante. 
dislike, a miser a skinflinit and 
pleiter who holds men, women md 

children in slavery and peonage, 
— - Most—of the letters from shar. 


¢eroppers do not tell their: ctroy 


in the way this one docs. She h 
the ability to tell-what has hap- 
pened and is happening to thous- 
ands like her over the South, | 
Mary L. speaks for the Disin- 
herited all over the southland, 
The Southern Tenant Farmers! Uni: 
is their enly ray of hope in: the 
dark clouds of oppression, : "Hone: . 
when will we get it?" is the cry — 
of cll who know what: the Souther? 
Tenant Farmers' Union stands for, 


, Ark. Box 11( 
July 31, 1935 | 
Tenant, Formers Union 
Memphis, 


Sirs: 
* Here are a few facts: in'my . 
absence my wife was persuaded to 
sign my name to a Trustee blank, 
which deprives me of getting ay 
allotment certificates, - 
We are asking for protection. 
We wmt our certificates persone. 
The planters tell us to sign 
MOVE. 
At a meeting last night it wa: 
‘reported that the Planters aroun 
~--, Ark, are taking the members: 
books avay from the Union men anc | 


making them sign the Trustee pap: aie. 


at the point of a gun. 
Help us please, 


— 


Original On fil. 


(Name withheld. 
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THE SHARECROPPERS* 
APPOINTED 
F,C.A. DEPUTY 
(Exchange) 


Washington-arthur T. 


banker, hasbeen appointed deputy 


governor of the-Farm Credit Admini- 
gtration., Esgate began his career 
in a bank in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He 
later moved to ‘Phoenix, Arizona, 

where he continued in the banking 


business as vice-president and di-~- 


rector of a bank, Esgate is a past 
president of the Arizona Bankers — 
Association and for threeyears was 

@ member of the Executive Colncil of 
the Am rican Bankers Association, 


.. For-the past two years he has 


‘acted as Deputy Intermediate Credit 
Commissioner and Director of the ree 
gional agricultural credit corpora= 
tions, 

Farmers can depend on it that in 
the Farm Credit Administration Esgate 
will run true to form and experience- 
as always, so don't expect much, . 


We are trying to make Voice worth 
a8 much as possible to the membership. 


You can help us to do that by sending 
in articles from time to time that you 
think will be of interest to the read- 
CTS 
~OS we have space for each time. 


‘The subscription price of The. VOICE 
is $1.00 per year, but if you send in 

@ club of four subscribers all at one 
bts we make the price 50¢ each per 
year. 
is an invitation to you to subscribe. 
Use the blank: below. oe 


_ Editor Share Croppers’ Voice 


2527 Broad St., Memphis, Tenn. 
2 Please send The Voice one year to. 


4 


enclose $1.00 


f 


den County, 
Simpson Local, 


| lian Local, Lan: Okla, 


report in July. 
should report promptly on the $3 


ORCA ZAT 10H NOTES 


 §$ince the last report the fol- 
lowing charters have been issued: 


Thompson Grove, Earl, Crittenden 


County, Ark. Members. 
Proctor Local, Proctor, Critten- 
Ls Memb ¢@re. 


Okla. 

 -10 Members, 
Pecan. Grove, Earle, Countty 
Members 


10 Memb ers, 


-Poinsett County Union Charter, | 
- Headquarters Harrisburg, 
Sec, J, J. Lymn. 


Many locals report new members 
coming in regularly. 


—. few secretaries did not 
Every secretary 


of each month. 
If you have not alrcady 


We promise to use as many article®0, please send a list of your 


members names and. addresses in 
next ‘report. 


HUNGER MARCH IN FLORIDA 


4 


News comes from Miami that 


If you are not a subscriber thigmore than 15,000starving persons» 


marched to the City Hall and de-~ 
manded relief, 


Speakers in the crowd bitterly | 


denounced: the Chamber of Commerce 


report that "business is booming" 
the face of the’ that thou 
sands | 


ere starvi 


7 
United We Eat 
Divided we Starve. 


Ward ‘Rodgers will go to Okla 


noma next week to do orgmizgction 
work for the ‘STFU, 
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Page F our. 


_Bdaditorial-is entitléd "The Meddlers | 
-Agein," We belicve we a statement 


ilante bands, help to stir up race pre- starving. 


judice and lynching and prostitute the We must do our part to make the 


areguilty of perverting the minds of | eee, 


STARVATION WAGES of the class, 


RELIEF DECREE. Jesus of Nazareth was an Agi- 
tator, a very dangerous one too. 
ouieen Joblesss to Take : | The rich men of His dey md Him 
Starvation Wages at | |  @rucified--Noiled to the Cross-- 
Harvest or Starve _. It was charged "That he Stirreth w 
| the people." he return to. 
"Work for starvation wages carth nd begin teaching andp reach-- 
sterve." This is the edict pro — ing those doctrines of 2 subvers~ 


cleimed in many parts of the south, ive nature that the New Testament 

for the workers on relief. Relief is laded with, suh as "Thy King- ee | 
directors are doing their utmost to dom Come, Thy will be done on Earti 
drive the unemployed cnd dispossessed 28 1t is in Heaven, the Commercial te 
formers off of relief and to provide Appecl would = him as a Commun 

employers ond planters with lebor at i8te 


starvo tion WOECS. | In Arkon as if the night riders 


| apy Him up or tnrow 
in the St. Frmcis River, the lav 
and the preachers would trope 
Time" reports that 2 New Jersey Hin up for Anarchy. In Georgia He 
‘judge has fined Western Union $500.00 would face a sentence of twenty 
for contempt of’ court. They acceptcd Yeers on a chain gong. 


and delivered a telegram’ from 2 Work In Alabama, if He happened to 
ers' Center protesting the arrest of heave more than five wpies of the 
another worker, Sermon on the Mount in His pocket 
a He vould go to jail. Should He co 
Cee | to Memphis, Tenn, the police wuld 


= jail Him ond put Him thru the. thir 
An Editoric 1 in the South's Lous- degree in an attempt to make Hin 


“jest Newspaper makes an attack on a. admit that he camé from Moscow wit 
group of distinguished writers rho intent to overthrow the Memphis 
are visiting Alabama and Georgic in. Police department, Returning to | 
vestigating the deniel of civil lib... Earth today, the "“Worlds’ Greatest | 


verties ond the oppression of the poor Agitator" would be held as a crim- =| 
people of thes¢ states by old and out. inclined character: by such 3 
worn laws as vell as new ones recently &8 these. ne, 3 
enacted by the State Legislatures. The. 


issued by that group of night riders in UNION MEMBERS , FREE HERNDON 
Marked Tree knovrm 2s the "Better Ancr. _, Wanted! 20,000,000 signerp on 


ica.Committee" along the some lines etition for the release of Angelo 
sometime ago.. We wonder if the some erndon- framed up* ‘Negro leader of, 
author wrote them both, = | the Unemployed in Georgie. Copics 


ore being mailed to Units of the 

Agitators for a better life for the STFU, and every Local should sce | 

people are branded es criminals in thi hat the signature. of every Union = 

editorial, The real Meddlers are is on the petition. 

thieves ond crookspred by the capitalist Herndon faces 20 years on the 
system, The world is full of them, Chain gang for leading a demon: 

Editors who uphold night riding, vi tration’ Gemending relief for the 


Press of theNotion in the intcrests of Protest strong ecmough to force the | F 
their rich advertisers sre criminals Governor of the state and the Leg | 
more dangerous than murderers. They _isiature to repeal such laws. ee | 


their roadere dies, told in the 
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dugust, 1935 


Labor Union", 
wear ercen shirts 


TROOPS IN POINBETT col 


reports tell of QO, 
Green (expelled from the STFU) at- 
tenpting to set up 2 planter owned 
Bastard Union calling it a “Tenant 
All. who join nust 
and swear allc- 

iance to the Hooked- Cross--or 
wastika, the ernbdlen of bloodshed 
and oppression now being used as” 


the flo og of Germany by the bloody 


breaking up 


bloody work- -the Vv 


blem and fing» 


Green he hatés 


ership of Bettér 


tyrant, Adolph Hitler. 
The-STFU'has evidence to 
prove that J, 0. Green sold out to 
the planters along with the Ueekecr- 
“IcDuffy gang 
who tricd to break the Union on 
ders from notorious and infamous 
enemies of the share-croppe 
Hitler is kcpt in power by. gangs 
of cutthroats and thugs vho arc. 
well armed and EPA nee for their 
ed Stcm 
troopers,. They “black 
and use the Bvastika a8 their cn. 


or- 


In addition to their netn job 
workimg class organ-~ 
izctions, Labor Unions, Pols 
parties, cte, for: the rich capital 


the working class, 

Any person «sho. adopts the symbol 
of blood and oppression is an eneny 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
members, 
wnenever it rears its bloody head, 
Covardly night riders 
nerica Cormittecs, 
are of the same 


Harbor. recently, Hitler's swastika: 
flag was hauled’ dow from the Brerien 
a German steamship, The bloody fice 
of oppression and greed wastorn from 
the mast and throvn the harbors 


SHARECROPPERS* VOICE. 


. get the he 


Marge of the 
of Racke&cers and thugs 


Something definite 


to -beef may be ennned 


teach theme 


We should stamp out Fas¢igmelubse 


nder the doad-the hotios of 


Page Fiyo 
WOMEN'S LOCALS 


“We now have a nunber of Locale 
composed entirely of women, Severcl | 
inquiries have beci. received hatuly 

as to suggested activities, In | 
reply we offer the followir 3 

During the summer md. fall senso 
by all wieans arrange a canning kit-. 
chen and use it, 4n-this you can 
p of the Federal Govern- 
ment through the Home Demonstrator 
at your county seat, Gct in touch 
with her and then hold e 
elect a supervisor. who will hav: 
annery 

Call on the nen*s iccaol to 
you about building = place for the 
cannerye In this way You Will have - 
to plan n fore It 
will slso give you the opportunity 
of providing for yourselves ine 
your families an abundance of -fosd 
for usc during the winter 
when foodstuff 1s scaree and hard t 
obtain, Anything: from turnip 
“sd 11° ki 
perfec “A 

"Pian at one your m 


inc: 


before Lore: forra reading club for 
next winter, Iectings should be hel 
ists of “ermany, they are destroying twice each week, say from two to 
both the Christion and Jewish reli-. four o'clock in the afternoons The - 
gions, Jews and Christians are tine can ‘be put in reading some goc 
ecial objects. 4 ver secutione 26% listening te sonecne 
tler’s ain'‘is to Germany whe ys a good reader, Then, too, 
heathen againe vif there ar. some who cannet rend 
itler is called a Fascist--like ‘and write, those who can should. 


The National Office will be 
bo furnish whetuver reading nateric) 
we have on hand-at the cost of: post 
oge to those locals tho fon ™ 


The reading « lubs could be held 
members er at the | 
church, - f school is not in sessic: 
the might be used, And, vy 
the way, if 38 if 
teachers to meet with ycu 
Teng Tor yous 
 Yore Hext ‘lonth 
WORKERS ALL UNITE BATTLE 


New 
be 


2 
43 | 
fe 
ue 
— 
¢ 
: 
¢ 
€ 
é 
2 
: 
» 
} 
} 
a 
> 
| 
< 
} 4 
} 
3 
‘ 
; 
‘ \ 
| 
t 
j 
ai 
4 
> 


VISITORS. AT THE NATIONAL OFFICE 
THROUGH H JULY 


Rev, H. Leé Jones of 
Ohio, and Rev, EB. W. Southerland 
of Louisville, Ky» Spent week 


here getting material for a moving — 


picture,to show the condition of | 
the Southern Sharecropper, how he 
is treated and what is being done 
for his emancipation, In connec- 
tion with this they will show the 
activities inthe territory of the 
T Vide 
 -‘fhey were accompanied by Mrs, 
Southerland and Miss Helen Fleitz 
‘of Louisville, Kye We énjoyed 
their Visite 

ise Anne Ramsey paid us a short 
visit after her return from Mont-. 
eagle, Tenn, and Florence,, Alan. 
She is now visiting in Has Mexicoe 
Come again, Anne, | 
and Mrs. Leo Yernon of 
Madison, Wis, &P ent a few days. with 
us the Latter part of July and gave 


us a lot ef good help in getting out | 


this issue of the Voice, 


They will 
be welcome any any times 7 


Reve Leo Maxwell, one oe our or- 


ganizers, with some of hig friends, 


has visited the office two or three 
times, We are always glad to see 
him, | 
If you visited us and your name 
isn't mentioned, come ‘again. We'll 
remember you in the next issue. 


MORE ABOUT THE WAR | 
Great Britain and France have 


offered arbitration plans to Italy 


put they have been refused, If 
Italy continues hostilities, which 
seems likely. Great Britain will 
be compelled to enter the war to 
save her interests in Africa, 

Britain has recently strength- 
ened her fleet in the Mediterran- 
ean, France would probably be | 
forced by her economic interest to 
take the.part of Italy, and if so 
Germany will, no doubt, enter the 
fray on the side of England and 
Ethiepias 

From there your. Zuess may be as. 

good 25° 


fire, Twenty men, 


He grows 3 fields of. 


He works long hours each: day; 


But the way he lives is rotten | 
Tecause of such poor Pays | 


: His wife and children help ‘him 
To grow clothes for the world; 


But the way they dress is shameful 
At. them insults are hurlede 


‘They 'repalle 4 "no tcount" and 


"lazy" 


And if they dare complain | 


They're told that they are crazy - 
And have themselves to blame, | 


Sharecrop ers, join the Union 


And all together stand, 
No powey then can rob you 
Of the /bounties of the land, 


FREIGHT WRECK 
At Temple,Texas, August ists, 
a freight train was and 
eS, 
they were bums, hoboes, drifters) 


were reported injured. Ten, fif- 


teen, maybe twenty were killed- 
burned, cooked, scherched, smoked 
to death, Yes, they were drift- 
Do I hear someone say 
"They ought have stayed off. the 
freight train"? 

Yes, they ought-but listen- 
not one person in ten rides a 


freight because he likes toe Con- 
ditions, unemployment, hunger, 


rags,the feeling of insecurity, 
nothing better to be seen in the 
future-make men reckless. They 
lose hope. They are kicked, beat- 


en, driven from place to place. 


Many try the highways, they move 
slowly. Not many. drivers will | 


stop for them, What can they do 


except ride a freight? 
Why must they go? They. have 


no home, no job, no money. They 


are not allewed work relief. The 
transient camps can not take care 
of them always, | 

Don't blame thom, Blame the 
system that made the conditions, 

LETS CHANGE THE SYSTEM 

NOW, 
READ VOICE!) 
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